Sri Aurobindo’s Interpretation of Bhagavad Gita 8.3-4

Adhiyajfiah=Aham (Krishna)=Purusottama (15.17) as “Lord of works & sacrifice”

T

Tadbrahma=Paramam Aksaram Para Prakrtih="higher spiritual
=“immutable self-existence” Shakti” of Purusottama (293)
=impersonal Brahman (292)

=Aksarah Purusah (15.16) l

Adhyatmam=svabhavah=jivabhuta-para-prakrtih (7.5)
=“the spiritual nature of the Jiva” (293)=amsa of Purusottama (15.7)
Karma=Bhutabhavo-

dbhavakarah visargah /jl l \\ /jl l\\
=“creative energy” of Sakti

(293) based on law of AdhibhGtam=Ksarah Adhidaivam=Purusa in

karma (294) bhavah=Apara Prakrtih Ksara=“soul in Nature”=
(physical elements, mind,  “the enjoying and observing
buddhi, ahankara, etc.) Deity in Nature” (293)
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Ksarah Purusah (15.16)




Traditional and Modern Interpretations of Bhagavad Gita 8.3—-4

Term Sankara Ramanuja Sw. Tapasyananda | Sri Aurobindo
1. Tadbrahma Paramatma Essential form of self “Supreme as the Immutable self-existence,
separate from Prakrti Impersonal Being” (228); impersonal Brahman
(jiva=ksetrajiia) Aksara, the Supreme (Aksara Purusa of BG 15)
Immutable Being (217)
2. Adhyétma Indwelling of Supreme Body & mind (Prakrtih) Jiva, the transmigrating Svabhava, the Jiva in its
Brahman in every body self (217), a spark of the essential spiritual nature;
Divine Fire (229); the “soul in the Supreme
“Indwelling Spirit” (215) Nature”
3. Karma Sacrificial offerings to Seminal discharge for 1. Creative will of God Creative impulse and
devatas purposes of reproduction | 2. Sexual intercourse (R.) energy of Para Prakrtih
3. Vedic sacrifice (S.)
4. Adhibhiita All perishable things in Perishable existences Apara Prakrtih (changeful | All the result of mutable
the physical plane nature): “My perishable becoming=Apara Prakrtih
manifestation” (215)
5. Adhidaiva Hiranyagarbha Collectivity of all jivas 1. Hiranyagarbha (S.) or Purusha, the soul in
“cosmic soul” (218) or nature who observes and
2. Collectivity of all enjoys mutable becoming
individual spirits (R.) (Purusa in Ksara)
6. Adhiyajia Entity existing in Devatas propitiated in Supreme Being, the Deity | Purusottama, the Lord of

sacrifices, which is Vishnu
[“Yajio vai visnuh”]

sacrifices—Indra etc.—
who form body of Krishna

to Whom all sacrifices are
offered

works and sacrifice




