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Visit vedanta.org for internet links

HOLLYWOOD TEMPLE
SUNDAY

7 Holy Mother Puja 
10 AM Puja
1 PM Homa Fire
2 PM Prasad
3 PM Devotional Singing
5 PM Talks by Swamis
6  PM Special Arati

SUNDAY SPIRITUAL TALKS 11 AM

14 Holy Mother in the Eyes of Swamis 
Saradananda & Turiyananda
Swami Sarvadevananda

21 Reflection on the Five Elements
Swami Vedarupananda

28 Blessed are the Peacemakers
Swami Mahayogananda

Classes
Tuesdays 4:30 PM

Srimad Bhagavatam
 Swami Sarvadevananda

Tuesdays 7:30 PM
Jivan Mukti Gita
Swami Sarvadevananda

Wednesdays 7:30 PM
Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna

3, 10 ,17, 31 Swami Sarvadevananda
24 Swami Medhananda

Thursdays 7:30 PM
4, 11 Narada Bhakti Sutras

Swami Sumanasananda
18 Karma Yoga

Swami Mahayogananda

25 Swami Vivekananda’s Raja Yoga
Swami Medhananda

Fridays 7:30 PM
Tales and Parables of Sri 
Ramakrishna  
Swami Atmavidyananda

OTHER EVENTS

13 Saturday
Karma Yoga 9 – 12

13 Saturday 6:30 PM Ram Nam

26 Friday Vigil 7 AM

Saturday Chanting 
Pravrajika Dayaprana Online Only

dayaprana@vedanta.org

20, 27   2:30 – 4 PM  Chanting Class  
20 6 – 8:30 AM

Antaryoga Morning Retreat
Meditation on Swamiji’s Words
Register by January 18

Sundays 9 to 10:30 AM Sanskrit Class 
Contact: sukirtha@vedanta.org
Online Only

SANTA BARBARA TEMPLE
SUNDAY SPIRITUAL TALKS 11 AM

7 Affirmations
Pravrajika Krishnaprana

14 “I Have a Mother”
Swami Sumanasananda

21 January Jonesing
Swami Arupeshananda

28 Holy Mother in the Eyes of 
Swamis Saradananda & 
Turiyananda
Swami Sarvadevananda

Classes and Other Events
Wednesdays 5 PM

Swami Akhandananda
by Swami Annadananda
Pravrajika Krishnaprana

3 Wednesday Holy Mother Puja
11:00 am Puja
12:45 pm Homa Fire 
Followed by Prasad Lunch

Saturdays 5 PM

9, 13, 20 Gospel of Ramakrishna

27 Bhagavad Gita
Swami Sarvadevananda

RAMAKRISHNA MONASTERY
Trabuco Canyon, Orange County
SUNDAY SPIRITUAL TALKS 11 AM
7 Christ’s Influence on Sri 

Ramakrishna
Swami Chidekananda

14 Celebrating 75 years of the 
Ramakrishna Monastery
Swami Dhyanayogananda

21 Holy Mother in the Eyes of Swamis 
Saradananda & Turiyananda
Swami Sarvadevananda

28 Self-Deception in Spiritual Life
Swami Medhananda

Wednesdays
6:30 PM In person and online Arati

7:30 PM  Satsanga with the 
  Trabuco Brothers

SAN DIEGO CENTER
SATURDAY SERVICES 11 AM

6 Holy Mother Puja

13 Direct Sensory Experience of the 
Divine 

Dr. Sthaneshwar Timalsina
Stony Brook University, NY

Zoom Link 
(or go to sandiegovedanta.org)

20 Holy Mother in the Eyes of Swamis 
Saradananda & Turiyananda
Swami Sarvadevananda

27 The Bhagavad Gita and Positive 
Psychology
Swami Medhananda

See sandiegovedanta.org for listings
See vedantalifeacademy.com for courses

https://vedanta.org/
https://vedantalifeacademy.com/
https://sandiegovedanta.org/
https://sandiegovedanta.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88297313387?pwd=YUVyUnlqOU5xb0JRMDF6K1pOV0Vodz09
mailto:sukirtha@vedanta.org
mailto:dayaprana@vedanta.org


THE VEDANTA SOCIETY ONLINE
For information: www.vedanta.org 
For books: www.vedanta.com 
Watch live and past programs at 
youtube.com/vedantaorg 

About the Vedanta Society
Vedanta  teaches  that  humanity’s  real  na-
ture is divine, that the true object of human
life  is  to  unfold and manifest  this  divinity,
and that truth is universal. Vedanta accepts
all the religions of the world and reveres the
great prophets,  teachers and sons of God,
because it recognizes the same divine inspi-
ration in all.

The Vedanta Society of Southern California
was founded in 1930 and incorporated as a
non-profit  religious  corporation  in  1934.
The  Society  maintains  a  temple,  convent,
and  monastery  in  both  Hollywood  and
Santa Barbara; a monastery and shrine each
in San Diego and Trabuco Canyon; and the
Vivekananda  House  in  South  Pasadena.
There are a number of official Vedanta soci-
eties in the United States, Europe and South
America.  Although the societies are  under
the spiritual  guidance  of  the  Ramakrishna
Order of India, each is an independent, self-
supporting unit.

Membership is open to those who are seri-
ously interested in the teachings of Vedanta
and have attended lectures and classes for

some  time.  In  addition,  an  interview
with Swami Sarvadevananda is required.
Applications are available in the Society
office and/or bookshops.

Private  instruction in  spiritual  practice
is available by appointment from Swami
Sarvadevananda to those who have at-
tended  classes  and  lectures  for  some
time and want to deepen their spiritual
life in the path of meditation. There is
no charge for this instruction. Appoint-
ments may be made at the local centers

Information  and  a  large  selection  of
books  on  Vedanta  and  other  religions
are available at the Hollywood, Trabuco
and  Santa  Barbara  bookshops.  Some
books  are  also  available  at  the  San
Diego Center. Check our website for cur-
rent hours. Some of our centers main-
tain  a  lending  library  for  the  use  of
members.

From the Complete Works of 
Swami Vivekananda

The first question that we find now aris-
ing is the question about the universe:
“Whence  did  it  come?”  “How  did  it
come?”  “How  does  it  exist?”  Various
hymns are to be found on this question
struggling forward to assume form, and
nowhere do we find it so poetically, so

wonderfully expressed as in the follow-
ing hymn:

“Then  there  was  neither  aught  nor
naught,  nor  air,  nor  sky,  nor  anything.
What  covered  all?  Where  rested  all?
Then death was not, nor deathlessness,
nor change to night and day.” The trans-
lation loses a good deal of the poetical
beauty.  “Then  death  was  not,  nor
deathlessness, nor change to night and
day”; the very sound of the Sanskrit is
musical. “That existed, that breath, cov-
ering  as  it  were,  that  God’s  existence;
but it did not begin to move.” It is good
to  remember this  one idea that  it  ex-
isted motionless, because we shall find
how this idea sprouts up afterwards in
the  cosmology,  how  according  to  the
Hindu metaphysics and philosophy, this
whole universe is a mass of vibrations,
as it were, motions; and there are peri-
ods  when this  whole mass  of  motions
subsides  and  becomes  finer  and  finer,
remaining in that state for  some time.
That is the state described in this hymn.
It  existed  unmoved,  without  vibration,
and when this creation began, this be-
gan to vibrate and all this creation came
out of it, that one breath, calm, self-sus-
tained, naught else beyond it.
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