
Class on The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna 

Was Sri Ramakrishna a Visi~tadvaitin? (30 N ov. 2022) 

• Page 698 of the Srfsrfriimakr$,:iakathiimrta ( after the 26 Oct 1884 ,entry) 
"Thakur does not say that this universe is unreal like a dream. He says, 'If we say so, 
then the weight of the bel-fruit will fall short.' His view is not the doctrine ofmaya [of 
Advaita Veda -nta]. Rather, his view is the doctrine of Visi~tadvaita, since he does not 
dismiss the world and individual souls as unreal and illusory. God is real, and people 
are real, and the world is real as well. Brahman is qualified by jiva and jagat. You cannot 
get the full weight of the bel fruit if you exclude the seeds and shell." (Not translated 
by Swami Nikhilananda) · 

• Dialogue from 11 March 1885: 

SRI RAMAKRISHNA: "There is the Vedanta as explained by Sankara; there is also 
Ramanuja's doctrine of Visi~tadvaita." (Vediinta-Sankar jii bujhiyechen, tiio iiche; 
iibiir Riimiinujer Visi$fiidvaitaviido ache.) 
NARENDRA: "What is Visi~tadvaita?" 
SRI RAMAKRISHNA: "Visi~tadvaita is Ramanuja's doctrine. According to this view, 
Brahman is qualified by the universe and its living beings. These three-Brahman, the 
insentient world, and living beings-together constitute One Reality. (jfva-jagat-visi$fa 
brahma. sab jo<;iiye ekfi.) Take the instance of a bel-fruit. A man wanted to know the 
weight of the fruit. He separated the shell, the flesh, and the seeds. But can a man get 
the weight of the whole fruit by weighing only the flesh? He must weigh flesh, shell, 
and seeds together. At first it appears that the real thing in the fruit is the flesh, and not 
its seeds or shell. Then by reasoning you find that the shell, seeds, and flesh all belong 
to the fruit; the shell and seeds belong to the same thing that the flesh belongs to. 
Likewise, in spiritual discrimination one must first reason, following the method of 'Not 
this, not this': God is not the universe; God is not the living beings; Brahman alone is 
real, and all else is unreal. Then one realizes, as with the bel-fruit, that the Reality from 
which we derive the notion of Brahman is the very Reality from which come living 
beings and the universe. The nitya and the ffla are the two aspects of one and the same 
Reality. (tarpar anubhab hoy, jar sas tarf khola, bici. ja theke brahma bolcho tai theke 
jlvajagat. jarz nitya tarz /fla.) Therefore, Ramanuja held that Brahman is qualified by 
the universe and the living beings. This is called Visi~tadvaita." 
(To M [Mahendranath Gupta]) "I do see God directly. What shall I reason about? I 
clearly see that She Herself has become everything; that She Herself has become the 
universe and all living beings .... " (Srfsriramakr$,:iakathamrta, 778-779; Gospel, 733-
734; translation modified) 
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